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STEAMFITTERS & METAL TRADES

UNDER AGE 65 MEDICARE COVERAGE MUST BE DISCLOSED TO FUND OFFICE

The federal Medicare health care program has implemented new regulations for all health
plans requiring the submission of information regarding participants and dependents who
are Medicare-eligible. This pertains to both the Steamfitters and Metal Trades Welfare
Funds.

When a member or dependent spouse becomes 65, the Fund Office knows you are Medi-
care-eligible and we record that information in our files. It also gets reported to the Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) under federal secondary payer reporting re-
quirements. This program had been a voluntary program until recently when it became
mandatory.

Thus, as of January 1, 2009 the respective Welfare Funds are required to report all Medi-
care-eligible members and dependents to CMS. If you or your dependent’s Medicare eligi-
bility is based on becoming age 65 you do not have to do anything since we “capture” your
eligibility from your date of birth. In addition, if you are receiving a pension from either
Pension Fund as a result of having a Social Security Administration Disability Award you do
not have to do anything since we have also “captured” that information. Therefore, if you
or a dependent of any age under 65 are eligible for Medicare please contact the Fund Of-
fice Help Desk at Ext. 244.

There is absolutely no change in your coverage. This is an important matter and we appre-
ciate your cooperation and assistance.

20121 /5 HEALTH BENEFITS BOOKLET TO BE MAILED IN LATE JANUARY

The newly designed and written benefits booklet, often times referred to as the Summary
Plan Description (SPD), has been completed. It is presently at the printers being worked
on, it will then be bound and, finally, mailed to all participants.

For the first time, the SPD includes the Empire BlueCross BlueShield PPO booklet describ-
ing, in detail, your hospital and medical benefits. You will notice that the Empire section is
separated from the rest of the booklet by the use of blue pages. That will permit better
use of the entire booklet.

Look for the new benefits booklet in your mailbox soon!!







